
 

 

1 John 4:19-21 The Message (MSG) 
 

We, though, are going to loveñlove & be loved. First, we were loved, now we 

love. God loved us first.  If anyone boasts, òI love God,ó & goes right on hating 

their brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, they are a liar. If they wonõt love  
the person they can see, how can they love the God they canõt see? The com-

mand we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people.  

Youõve  got to love both. 
 

 

Blair First United Methodist Church is celebrating its 150th Anniversary this year and our 150th 

Anniversary Committee has been busy planning and organizing for several months now. Itõs 

been a joy working with them and others on the various details leading up to the celebration 

on September 8, 2019 at the Depot (for more details go to page???).   
In many cases, an anniversary celebration seems to be a good time to look back, reflect, and 

remember. As Blair 1st reflects on its past, we canõt help but examine the present perhaps 

compare it to the past.  With the past and present in mind it seems only natural to look to the 

future and all the possibilities of the hopes and dreams it holds.   
Holding these three, Past--Present--Future, side by side by side, has become a natural part of our 

process of planning and organizing for our anniversary celebration.  All throughout the process, 

stories have been told.  As stories are shared, we canõt help but discover that our story is still 

being told and will continue to be told long after our anniversary celebration. Our story has 

always included the many ways we have loved as Christ loved through our mission and minis-

tries.  There is a famous story about someone telling Mother Teresa that not even for a million 

dollars would they touch a leper. She responded: òNeither would I. If it were a case of money, 

I would not even do it for two million. On the other hand, I do it gladly for love of God.ó  
What do you do each day gladly for the love of God?  For most of us it will not be living like 

Mother Teresa. However, we all can and must do something each day because of the love we 

have for God. We can spend our time visiting those who are ill. We can volunteer at a food 

pantry. We can send a card to those who are struggling or lonely. We can offer a ride to those 

who are unable to drive. Or, we can simply be kind to one another. Instead of being rude or 

impatient, we can share a word of encouragement. We can help one another, listen to what 

the other person has to say, and put the needs of others first. We can learn to let go of our 

need for power and control. Instead, we can embody the love of God and share it with others. 

It does not have to be big. All it needs to be is something that you do because you love God, 

for, God has shown us the ultimate love through Jesus Christ. Our lives are about living as Je-

sus taught us to live and expressing our love for God in everything we do. Be like Jesus. 
Let us be able praise God every day of our lives. Let us live with joy and peace for Godõs love 

is in us and all around us.  Let us continue to write the story of Godõs love through our mis-

sion and ministries at Blair 1st UMC.  Iõm looking forward to our 150th Anniversary Celebration 

in September and hope to see you there! 

 
Godõs Peace, 

Pastor Gina 
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We at First United 

Methodist Church 

come together  

to be a Christian 
community guided 

& empowered by 

the Holy Spirit to:  
 

¶ Make disciples for 

Jesus Christ, 

¶ Serve our neighbor, 

¶ Enjoy our fellowship. 

Phone:  

402-426-2165 

 

E-mail: 

office@blairumc.org  

 

Website  

Listen to Sermons online  

Read Newsletter and  
See Upcoming Events 

and Calendar  

 at: www.blairumc.org 
 

Church Office Hours:  
 

Monday thru Thursday  

9am-3pm  

Blair First UMC  

1656 Colfax Street  

Blair, Nebraska 68008  

 

 

Summer Worship 

Times  

9:30 - Worship  

10:30 Coffee Fellowship 
 
   

http://www.blairumc.org


 

 

United Methodist  

Women  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not meeting in August. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship  

Schedule 
  

August 4th & 11th 
 

9:30 Worship  

10:30 Coffee Fellowship 
 

August 18th  

9:30 Worship 

10:30 Coffee Fellowship 
 

August 25th 

9:30 Abbreviated Worship 
òChurch Has Left the Buildingó 

Noon - Lunch 

 
 

 

 

United Methodist Men  
Serving VBS meal on July 16th  

Next Meeting:  

August 10th - 7:30 am in 
Fellowship Hall. 

  Come & join the group for 

breakfast, Christian 

 fellowship, fun & Bible Studyõõ 
  

All men are welcome!  

 

Menõs Book Club 
 

We will be meeting about once every month or two  

(coordinated thru e-mail).  Each member will pick a book and a 

month to host.  Anyone interested can contact Craig Folkers  

(402-306-3730) for more details or to be added to the Club.  
  

Next Meeting: August 18th @ 5:30 at Kevin Polingõs- 

Midnight in Chernobyl by Adam Higginbotham  
 

 

Faithful Book Worms  
Meets Monthly on the 1st Tuesday  

at 9:30 in the Parlor. 
 

In August we will be reviewing -  

Three Weeks With My Brother,  

by Nicholas Sparks          

 

New readers always welcome in both groups!  

 

Sunday Helpers  

 

August 4th  

9:30 
Worship Leader: Joan Bryant 

Greeters Sanctuary: TBD 

East Doors: TBD 

Acolytes:  

Revlyn Rasmussen & 

Mackenzie Storjohann 

Coffee Hosts: Needed 

 

August 11th  

9:30 
Worship Leader: Ron Williby 

Greeters Sanctuary: TBD 

East Doors: TBD 

Acolytes:  

Gaige Bolton & Joe Grabowski 

Coffee Hosts: Needed 
  

August 18th  

9:30 
Worship Leader: Clark Christian 

Greeters Sanctuary: TBD 

East Doors: TBD 

Acolytes:  

Aubrey Bruck & Sam Geise 

Coffee Hosts: Connie Barnes & Sue Gerdes 
 

August 25th  

9:30 
Worship Leader: Linda Howland 

Greeters Sanctuary:  

Rich & Marty Buckingham 

East Doors: Jennifer Roberts 

Acolytes:  

Amelia Lorenzen & Beckett Scott 

Coffee Hosts: Church Has Left the Building 

 
 

 

 

 

August Usher Teams  
9:30 Worship  

 

August 4th & 11th -  

Steve Shanahanõs Team 

August 18th & 25th -  

Ron Rewertõs Team 

 

If you would like to sign up to 

help on Sunday mornings or join 

one of our groups stop by the  

òInformation Stationó 

just outside the main office and 

see whatõs going on! 
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Looking for Wedding Pictures! If you were married in the old church or our present church, we 

would like to have your wedding picture (no frame) that was taken  in the church for our upcoming 150 year cele-

bration. Please take it to the church office by August 16th so we can display them. 
 

Washington County Recycling Center - Volunteers are needed to help at the recycling center 

on August 10th from 8-Noon. Children are welcome with parental supervision. You can sign up for 2 hour shifts or 

all morning. Needing a minimum of 12 people for each shift. Sign up at the òInformation Stationó just outside the 

church office. 
 

Church Has Left the Building ð August 25!!  All the jobs are in, now we need the work-

ers. We will have a short church service this morning, then break into small groups to do service work in our com-

munity for 1 ½ hours. We will head back to Fellowship Hall by noon for lunch.  In your bulletin on Sunday morning 

you will find the sign-up sheet.  There is a job for every person! There will be nursery care for children 6 and un-

der.  The older children are welcome to work with you at the site you choose.  I encourage you to sign up to help 

this morning.  Lunch will be pulled pork sandwiches.  See you there!!   

 

Senior Moments - will begin Sunday, August 11 at 6:00 pm. Most meetings will be the 2nd and 4th Sunday. 

Our group is open to all, please join us for study, fellowship, prayer and of course treats.  We will be reading and 

discussing the book If God is your Co- Pilot, Swap Seats by James W. Moore.  Questions call Karene Ryan 402-426-

3313  or Donna Lange 402-426-3394 

 

Blair 1 st UMC Job Opening:   

Director of Family Ministries  
Position Summary  -Responsible for directing and coordinating a comprehensive 

and expanding ministry for children and their families.  Details and Job Application 

available online:  https://www.blairumc.org/job-postings/ 

 

 

Thank You to all Volun-
teers & Students 
@ Roar VBS 
Another great year of fun and learning, 
games, good dinners, skits, songs, and danc-
ing. Too many volunteers to name - adults, 
youth, UMM, UMW, and the Congregational 
Church that joined us this year! 

Left: Preschoolers at 
the Imagination Sta-
tion. 
Above: Each day began 
and ended with skits 
and music. 
Right: One of our 
òcrewó enjoying activi-
ties. 
Special thanks to Chil-
drenõs Ministry and 
Ashley Bacon for all 
their help organizing 
and set up work. 
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